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HortusScope | What’s Up in the 
Central Indiana Gardening Community | Photo by 
Wendy Ford 

 
Now thru May 31  Indiana Native Plant Society  
Florathon 2026  How many native wildflower species 
will you find in bloom? Form your team, give 
yourselves a name, solicit sponsors, and prepare to 
venture out into Indiana’s lovely natural areas to 
spot flowers in bloom. Florathon is a contest to see 
how many each team can spot during their chosen 
24-hour period. It’s great way to get grandkids out in 

nature and for adults to enjoy "forest bathing" while Mother Nature puts on her glorious spring 
wildflower show. https://indiananativeplants.org/inps-sponsored-events/florathon/  

 
Tuesday, April 7  Indiana Daylily-Iris Society (Clermont)  Growing Louisiana Iris  Rich Crider from Three 
Shovels Farm in St Matthews, SC, has been growing daylilies, irises, and other companion plants for over 
40 years. Today he has over 1500 varieties of daylilies, nearly 500 Louisiana irises, and 250 Japanese 
irises. Come and hear about the latest developments in Louisiana irises and how to grow these beauties 
in the Midwest. 6:30 p.m., Clermont Lions Club, 3201 Tansel Rd, Clermont.  

 
Monday,  April 13  Indianapolis Hosta Society  Gardening in the Shade—Beyond Hostas  Presentation 
by John Chapin of Tree Frog Gardens. A variety of shade-loving perennials and annuals can add color, 
texture, and seasonal interest beyond traditional hosta plantings. Shade-tolerant shrubs and ornamental 
trees also provide structure and depth, anchoring garden beds and enhancing the overall landscape. 
In addition, creative and budget-friendly garden accents—such as containers, benches, and decorative 
features—can add charm and personality. By combining diverse plants with thoughtful design elements, 
garden clubs can create layered, eye-catching shade gardens that stand out. Free and open to the 
public. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., St. Lukes Methodist Church (new location), 100 W. 86th Street, Entrance #6, 
Indianapolis. 

 
Monday, April 13  Johnson County Garden Club  Spring Natives with David Mow  David Mow has been 
photographing and identifying wildflowers native to central Indiana for more than 25 years and has 
trained as an interpretive naturalist with the Indiana Department of Natural Resources. He is also active 
in the Indiana Native Plant Society and volunteers as a master gardener and master naturalist in Morgan 
County. Guests are welcome! 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Purdue Extension Education Room, 484 N. Morton St., 
Franklin. For more information, email jcgardenclub@gmail.com. 

 
Saturday, April 18  Herb Society of Central Indiana (Noblesville)  Spring Symposium: Tea-riffic Herbs  
Speaker presentations include Chamomile and Skin Care; Turmeric Root for our Times: Magick and 
Manna; Chamomile Tea: Benefiting, Blending, Brewing; and Cooking with Turmeric. Lunch by Juniper 
Spoon and yoga break with Elle Hugar Lake. 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., Hamilton Co Fairgrounds Event 
Center (The Silo), 2003 Pleasant Street, Noblesville. Register at https://sites.google.com/view/herb-
society-of-central-indian/symposium-2026  

 

https://indiananativeplants.org/inps-sponsored-events/florathon/
mailto:jcgardenclub@gmail.com
https://sites.google.com/view/herb-society-of-central-indian/symposium-2026
https://sites.google.com/view/herb-society-of-central-indian/symposium-2026
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Saturday, April 18  Indiana Organic Gardeners Association  Annual Plant Auction  Items donated by 
members include organic vegetable seedlings, perennials, house plants, books, and other garden 
items. 11:30 pitch-in lunch; 12:30 plant auction. Cool Creek Nature Center, 2000 E 151st Street, Carmel.   

 
Saturday, April 18  Boone County Master Gardener Gardenfest (Lebanon)  This 38th annual event 
features more than 24 garden-related vendors selling unique garden art, gifts, flowers, herbs, shrubs, 
succulents, and native plant seeds. Highlights include a used tool and garden item sale and free soil 
testing throughout the day. Expert speakers include Tricia Mooney Lautenbach, “Never-Say-Die 
Containers: Stress Free Summer Planting”; Bill Eagleston, “Rocks in the Landscape”; and Marian 
McCanless, “Marian’s Monarchs.” Children’s activities, free Q & A, lunch with homemade desserts will 
be available and free native tree seedlings will be given to the first 400 attendees. Gardenfest is free and 
open to the public. 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., Farm Bureau Community Building, Boone County 4-H 
Fairgrounds, 1300 E 100 S, Lebanon. More info at www.mastergardenersboonecounty.org  or 
https://www.facebook.com/p/Master-Gardeners-of-Boone-County-Indiana-100064546065602/ 

 
Thursday, April 23  Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District  Regenerative Gardening 
Workshop  Join us at the Marion County SWCD Demonstration Garden for a free, in-depth learning 
session with Kevin Allison, where you’ll see no-till gardening, fertility, cover crops, compost and 
mulching, tarps, broadforks, and tools in action. Hors d'oeuvres courtesy of Marion County Farm 
Bureau. 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., 7225 W 56th St, Indianapolis. Also available May 20, 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
Capacity is limited. Register here.  

 
April 24–27  City Nature Challenge  The legislative session may be over, but opportunities to make a 
difference endure year-round! The annual City Nature Challenge is a global initiative to document 
wildlife and fauna in your city through the iNaturalist app. Research-grade photographs can give 
scientists a snapshot of urban biodiversity in a particular area, and inform conservation policy. Best of 
all, people like you get to venture outdoors and engage with nature, whether it's a nature preserve, a 
park, or just your own backyard. Get started by visiting https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-
challenge-2026-indianapolis/journal for virtual and in-person opportunities to learn how to use the 
iNaturalist app and take research-grade photos.  

 
Saturday, April 25  Master Gardener Association of Tippecanoe County Garden Expo & Plant Sale  This 
event brings together gardening enthusiasts and experts, creating an excellent opportunity to explore a 
wide variety of plants, discover gardening supplies, browse unique garden décor, and access valuable 
gardening information. Master Gardeners will be available throughout the event to answer your 
gardening questions and offer advice. Rain or shine. Admission is $2.00 for individuals aged 18 and 
older. Children are welcome to attend for free. No pets please. Proceeds support  MGATC’s mission of 
Education, Beautification and Food Donation within the county in addition to offering $3,000.00 in 
scholarships to Ivy Tech Community College and Purdue University. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., Tippecanoe 
County Fairgrounds. https://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org/expo 

 
Friday, May 1  Indiana Daylily-Iris Society  Iris Show: "Early to Rise"  Members will display and be 
judged on their most prized irises, and a variety of early blooming irises will be shown. Free and open to 
the public. 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., Harrison Center, 1505 N Delaware St, Indianapolis, in conjunction with the 
Harrison Center's First Friday events.  

 
Friday & Saturday, May 1 & 2  Hancock County's Master Gardener Association & Herb Society Plant 
Sale (Greenfield)  Get expert advice and select from a large array of plant choices. The Herb Society 

http://www.mastergardenersboonecounty.org/
https://www.facebook.com/p/Master-Gardeners-of-Boone-County-Indiana-100064546065602/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/regenerative-garden-learning-sessions-tickets-300929968637?aff=oddtdtcreator#location
https://click.everyaction.com/k/127312892/607650140/508281742?sourceid=1120278&nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAxNi8xLzEwNjgyMCIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI3M2YzMmFkYi1hZTFmLWYxMTEtOWE0OC0wMDBkM2ExNGI2NDAiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogInd3Zm9yZEBjb21jYXN0Lm5ldCINCn0%3D&hmac=s4xmHaP9jevYJ0tKtfwdXR3O3nf8iUXDy9O20vWF3-s=&emci=153ee962-281e-f111-9a48-000d3a14b640&emdi=73f32adb-ae1f-f111-9a48-000d3a14b640&ceid=15833948
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2026-indianapolis/journal
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/city-nature-challenge-2026-indianapolis/journal
https://www.tippecanoemastergardener.org/expo
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offers a variety of culinary, medicinal, decorative and craft-use herbs, along with tomato and pepper 
plants, and potted perennials. Master Gardener choices include an extensive variety of hanging baskets, 
perennials, vegetable plants, geraniums, begonias, and house plants, just in time for Mother's Day. 
Hours: Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; Saturday, 8:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 4-H Pioneer Building, Hancock 
County Fairgrounds (southwest corner), 620 Apple St, Greenfield. HCMGA pre-sale orders may be placed 
online April 21-28 at hancockmga.com and picked up during the plant sale. Credit and debit cards 
accepted. For more information, please contact Carolyn (HCHS) at 317-326-2274 or Teresa (HCMGA) at 
317-441-9944.   

 
Friday, May 1 thru Friday, May 8  Indiana Native Plant Society Auction  Gardeners and nature lovers 
throughout Indiana can look to the INPS Auction for fantastic offers. This virtual auction event features 
home grown native plants, private garden tours, celebrity guided hikes, books, and choice native plants 
and services from our invasive-free Grow Indiana Natives vendors and designers. The auction site will go 
live on Friday, May 1, at 7:00 ET, and will close on Friday, May 8, at 7:00 p.m. ET. Find the auction link 
and answers to your FAQs at https://indiananativeplants.org/native-plant-auction/  

 
Saturday, May 2  Garfield Park Conservatory  Mother’s Day Workshop  Take home herbal gifts for 
Moms, family, and friends. We will also be doing edible flowers demonstrations, and you will learn how 
to use your edible flowers in cooking. There will be handouts, recipes, and herbal munchies. 10:00 to 
11:30 a.m., Garfield Park Conservatory, 2505 Conservatory Drive, Indianapolis. Call 317-327-7183 or visit 
garfieldgardensconservatory.org to register.  

 
Saturday, May 2  Johnson County Garden Celebration (Franklin)  Happiness blooms before your eyes 
and in your heart at this day-long event at the fairgrounds in Franklin. Buy annuals, perennials and 
vegetables, popular and unique plants, garden art, and cottage-farm products. Pick up some free seeds 
and tree seedlings while supplies last. Adults and children alike will be wowed with an up-close-and-
personal, live wildlife rehabilitation presentation. More than 85 vendors plus Master Gardeners, Purdue 
Extension Service, food trucks and more. Still just $2 per person (CASH admission only, children 12 and 
under free) with free parking. Get your bloom on with a day of family fun! Gates open at 9:00 a.m., and 
festivities continue until 3:00 p.m. Direct questions to jcgardenclub@gmail.com. 

 
Tuesday, May 5  New Directions in American Landscaping  Lawn to Meadow: A Light and Gradual 
Transition  No chemicals, no smothering, no scraping and hauling, no early-stage ugly phase. Sounds too 
good to be true. Yet by gradually applying a series of light-touch actions, you can achieve this transition 
organically without breaking your back, sparking ecological angst, or infuriating your neighbors. These 
actions can include strategic plant selection, timed mowing, selective height cutting, pH manipulation, 
and a phased planting approach. Sara Weaner Cooper of NDAL will describe her lawn-to-meadow 
conversion that has been featured in The New York Times (2024) and the BBC (2025) illustrating how the 
experience of meadow making can be transformed from daunting to uplifting. Fee: $38. 3:00 to 4:15 
p.m. Student & Wild Ones member discounts; email info@ndal.org for discount codes. Registration 
open & recording viewable for 3 months after live date. Register 

 
Thursday, May 7  Ft. Benjamin Harrison Blossoms Garden Club  Annual Plant Sale  Annual and 
perennial plants, house plants, as well as miscellaneous garden supplies will be available at the sale. 
Look for signs along 56th Street and Lee Road near the entrance of the YMCA. Proceeds are used to 
maintain and beautify the Ft. Benjamin Harrison YMCA and Lawrence Library entrances, Blue Star 
Memorial Markers, and many other education and beautification projects of the Club. 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m., Benjamin Harrison YMCA, 5736 Lee Road, Indianapolis. 

http://hancockmga.com/
https://indiananativeplants.org/native-plant-auction/
mailto:jcgardenclub@gmail.com
mailto:info@ndal.org
https://learning.ndal.org/order?ct=563ea82a-cdca-4560-8a8e-c926428405e8
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Xerces Society Blog  Don’t Spring into Garden Cleanup Too Soon!  Spring’s warmer weather naturally 
turns a winter-weary homeowner’s thoughts towards outdoor chores. The first warm weather of the 
season may coax us out into the yard, but pollinators in your garden aren’t ready to take a chance on 
the first warm day. You may see bumble bees and ground-nesting bees emerge as flowering trees and 
shrubs burst into bloom, but they still need cover during chilly nights and heavy spring showers. Mining 
bees, mason bees, carpenter bees, and bumble bees may be out and about by early April, but 
other species such as sweat bees are still hiding out, waiting for the warmer days of May. Meanwhile, 
last year’s leaf litter is still providing protection for both plants and invertebrates against late-season 
frosts. And butterflies' chrysalides still cling to dried stems and twigs, waiting for the right time to 
emerge as adults… Learn more at https://xerces.org/blog/dont-spring-into-garden-cleanup-too-soon 

 
Plant Shopping!  Hamilton County Soil & Water Conservation District  Our spring fundraisers are 
underway! Rain barrels are available for pre-order ahead of spring rains. Proceeds support local 
conservation education and water quality initiatives. Learn more at https://www.hamiltonswcd.org/. 

 
Plant Shopping!  Indiana Wildlife Federation Spring 2026 Native Plant Sale  No matter the size of your 
garden or your level of expertise, we have what you need to build a thriving native garden at home. It 
may seem like a small thing, to plant a few natives around your downspout or under a shady tree, but 
our wildlife don't think that's small at all. When we all work together to transform our gardens into 
natives, we amplify each other's efforts and have a HUGE impact! We’ve partnered with Stantec Nursery 
to offer professionally designed kits with a variety of choices for every garden. Each kit is 50 plugs with 5 
plugs in 10 different species. Details at https://indianawildlife.org/native-plant-sale/. We also partner 
with National Wildlife Federation and Garden for Wildlife to offer customizable orders that let you get 
exactly what you want for your garden. Details at https://gardenforwildlife.com/pages/find-native-
plants#.  

 
Got You Covered  Marion County SWCD Cover Crop Program  This program provides cover crop seeds 
to small farmers and gardeners at no cost. Application prioritization will be based on the quality of the 
applicant's cover crop plan, order of application, and SWCD funding capacity. Applicants will be notified 
of approval decisions on April 1, May 1, July 1, and August 1. The SWCD will order cover crops from 
reputable seed companies to be shipped to your shipping address. Marion County applications will be 
prioritized. If you need assistance with developing a cover plan before applying, 
visit marionswcd.org/soilhealth/, the cover crop section.  

 
A Worthy Cause  Indiana Phenology  When young 
people record their first bloom or track migrating 
birds, they are building scientific literacy and a 
stronger connection to the natural world around 
them. Across Indiana, buds are opening, early 
wildflowers are emerging, and birds are returning. 
For participants of our phenology observation 
programs, this season becomes an opportunity to 
step outside after winter and notice what is 
changing. Indiana Phenology brings environmental 
education into classrooms, parks, and 

neighborhoods across the state. Through all-ages community programs like Schoolyard Phenology and 
Phenology Trails, participants learn to observe seasonal change and contribute to real scientific data. If 

https://xerces.org/blog/dont-spring-into-garden-cleanup-too-soon
https://www.hamiltonswcd.org/
https://indianawildlife.org/native-plant-sale/
https://gardenforwildlife.com/pages/find-native-plants
https://gardenforwildlife.com/pages/find-native-plants
https://marionswcd.org/soilhealth/
https://u50767747.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.y4oCL2UtIpuPciBL7MFRdNlAgfxxfakl9xQvm5i-2FBJYJO56Ktd5-2BlIROB2Rzc1JZ4XfOdAwi8PggAde6ccdTjQRqsANNGkTpEcUWopt1de0-3Dnht__7Igpt2EYPJhcfahBljTHzNQ-2B5b-2Fb4B6e7h3kCFy4EM-2FUklfNsYD-2FzGQRGZMAJC5Ejmic9G47lbFPIUkH4AxCHZNAk0Q8ha1eC-2BJ6m344Ea2BdUfGHr209y9gKf0gZa-2FMjLGJmTdjnP2xt551cPqfVUtGrETFMeJwr2pORdHqC4UWNDCGaXimJpXAgyxoUs-2Bajk-2FfTvoftBCyz4vbR811PCbJyp7ln86mblqrjpouBKNuDssiVmZWQQbrVjqx0Te4VyFFsnSo098C-2F2jtJ4wnR3tpPHdezuaaMSo8KSRJRoiE-2BnnnO040OH-2FR7ptc-2Bo9uDfgj8L11p34GWDh-2BgbTn7T-2BuR-2BypSezOuhpAlOOLmSM-3D
https://u50767747.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.y4oCL2UtIpuPciBL7MFRdNlAgfxxfakl9xQvm5i-2FBJZwutEqvJgUE2ydZIRfNVzBJJOfa7sDgS6qPwiTzYHpVrEzvqmSfO-2FB0sWf-2B2o9Zmk-3DKVlj_7Igpt2EYPJhcfahBljTHzNQ-2B5b-2Fb4B6e7h3kCFy4EM-2FUklfNsYD-2FzGQRGZMAJC5Ejmic9G47lbFPIUkH4AxCHZNAk0Q8ha1eC-2BJ6m344Ea2BdUfGHr209y9gKf0gZa-2FMjLGJmTdjnP2xt551cPqfVUtGrETFMeJwr2pORdHqC4UWNDCGaXimJpXAgyxoUs-2Bajk-2FfTvoftBCyz4vbR811PCbJyp7ln86mblqrjpouBKPXaQ1Px-2Fshm2EakAlusblf6dK66wxsJfjiEwrgdvXvyGFdzUOYTi-2BIYJaUxWSwd4RRzZs2tss6-2BdAgzljS2J5Yl7e9cgYOAaHFtWYtzcgFaBY2LUAclgNqTYr9i4CFGXk-3D
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education rooted in local science matters to you, consider a gift of $25 or $50 to help expand access this 
year. Donate 

 
New Grant Program  Hamilton County Soil & Water Conservation District  HCSWCD has been awarded 
a $100,000 Clean Water Indiana grant to support invasive species management efforts across Hamilton 
County. Through this three-year grant, $94,000 will be distributed directly to Hamilton County residents 
as cost-share funding to remove invasive species and restore native landscapes—efforts that improve 
water quality, reduce erosion, and strengthen local ecosystems. The program is closely aligned with the 
Hamilton County Invasives Partnership (HIP), a countywide collaborative effort focused on education, 
outreach, and on-the-ground invasive species control. HCSWCD will introduce landowner toolkits 
designed to help smaller property owners get started managing invasive species. These toolkits will 
include essential equipment such as pruners, loppers, herbicide application tools, safety gear, and other 
supplies to support safe and effective removal. For more information, visit www.hamiltonswcd.org. 

 
Grants & Scholarships  South Central Indiana Master Gardener Association  SCIMGA Gives  SCIMGA is 
offering two funding programs to promote the participation and education of the community in good 
gardening practices. The Scholarship Program is for students seeking degrees or certificates in 
horticulture and related disciplines. The Grant Program is for organizations implementing sustainable 
horticulture and related projects. Residents of Bartholomew, Brown, Decatur, Jackson, Jennings, 
Johnson and Shelby Counties are eligible to apply for these funds (max of $500). More information is 
available at SCIMGA.org under Grants and Scholarships. 

 
Cost-Share Grants  Marion County Soil & Water Conservation District   The SWCD is administering a 
319 cost share grant program for water-quality enhancing rain gardens and bioswales within a critical 
area in the Lower Fall Creek watershed, highlighted in yellow on this map. Visit 
https://marionswcd.org/water-sheds/ for program participation requirements, cost share amounts 
available, application scoring criteria, and review processes. 

 
Design with Nature  New Directions in the American Landscape (NDAL)  New to ecology-based 
gardening and landscape design and not sure where to start? View founder Larry Weaner's free 
introductory session, At Home with Nature: Beauty, Ecology, and Experience and watch for spring virtual 
sessions at www.ndal.org. 

 
Classes  Alice’s Garden  Enjoy quality time with family or friends while learning a brand-new skill and 
take home a plant-themed masterpiece you’ve made with your own hands! April classes include a kids 
terrarium workshop, houseplant bingo, and spring porch pot planting. Alice’s Garden, 3205 W 71st St, 
Indianapolis. Details and fees at https://www.alicesgardenindy.com/events.  

 
Photo Notes  I’ve been gardening on this suburban half-acre for thirty years! Spring inventory says my 
landscape has a satisfying lived-in look with bountiful daffodils, bluebells, and bloodroot blooming and 
leaves of choice perennials starting to show. But along with treasured plants have come unwanted or 
misunderstood interlopers—garden thugs! A lesser celandine here, a singleton scilla there, a scouring 
rush from a plant swap, star of Bethlehem bulbs from Lowe’s, a start of Japanese butterbur from a 
friend, a variegated chameleon plant hyped in a catalog, and endless thistles. Some hitched rides on 
purchased plants. Some were brought in by pooping birds or emerged from the huge seed bank of this 
erstwhile dairy farm. Many were introduced because I didn’t know any better. The thugs are now 
everywhere! Where there was one, there are many. Scouring rush and butterbur have consumed my 
bioswale. Lesser celandine is showing up in spots all over my yard. Scilla and star of Bethlehem have 

http://www.indianaphenology.org/
http://www.hamiltonswcd.org/
https://www.scimga.org/
https://d.docs.live.net/005a7f36f20cb7a5/:%20%20https:/cbbel-in.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=fbafad4ffe334096ae88e10e53aa8387
https://marionswcd.org/water-sheds/
https://ndal.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4eca1578ae812c07a183eb5ef&id=69cf4e447d&e=00e2f9a7bf
https://www.ndal.org/
https://www.alicesgardenindy.com/events
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totally overrun their spaces. The thistles are still endless. Oh, and the trumpet creeper cultivar is tearing 
down the fence! I hope you never have these problems. Let my bleak tale warn you to pick wisely, 
inspect carefully, root out the baddies while they’re still onesies, and beware of “gifts” from gardening 
friends! 

 
HortusScope, an e-bulletin for the Central Indiana gardening community, is published the first of every 
month as a public service by Wendy Ford. To submit news items, add or update your e-mail address, or 
remove your name from the HortusScope e-mail list, please drop me a note at 
hortusscope@comcast.net. Your supporting donation cheerfully accepted at 6911 Cabernet Way, 
Indianapolis, IN 46278, check made out to Wendy Ford.  
 

Volunteer Opportunities 
 

Restoring Nature  Meet 3D NatureConnect  We’re a non-profit marketplace fueling nature restoration 
in the real world. Nature organizations with expert skills use our platform to collaborate with K-12 
schools, youth organizations, civic groups, retirement communities, and businesses seeking volunteer 
opportunities to implement practical, high-impact projects. For their part, nature organizations are able 
to publish projects related to nature and the environment, as well as track volunteer hours and other 
analytics to power their organization to the next level of achievement. Learn more 

 
Pollinator Partnership  Collect Native Seed for Project Wingspan  Project Wingspan is an initiative 
supported by a grant from the National Fish and Wildlife Federation. It is administered by the non-profit 
Pollinator Partnership, which is leading a coalition of partners to enhance land across the Midwest to 
support our imperiled pollinators – especially monarch butterflies and the rusty patch bumblebee. You 
can help us make a difference! Native seed that is collected will be shipped to the main nursery with 
Pollinator Partnership where it will be processed (cleaned and sorted) and distributed to predetermined 
conservation areas to help these pollinators survive. Volunteers under 16 years old must be 
accompanied by a parent/guardian. Interested volunteers can sign up here: 
https://www.carmelclayparks.com/park-conversation/protecting-imperiled-pollinators/  

 
Cull Invasives  HIP Weed Wrangles and Strike Team  There's no shortage of opportunities to help with 
invasive removal this season at Hamilton County Invasives Partnership (HIP) Weed Wrangles! Visit our 
website to find details on each event. www.hcinvasives.org/weedwrangle  Volunteers are also invited to 
join our HIP Strike Team, a group led by experienced volunteers and/or SWCD staff volunteers who 
provide technical support and labor to remove invasive species at partner sites. These are typically 
public use sites such as parks, schools, land trusts, nature reserves, etc. See upcoming Strike Team dates 
here: www.hcinvasives.org/striketeam 

 
Citizen Science  Mapping Ground Nesting Bees  Cornell University researchers have built a community 
science project, “Project GNBee,” focused on mapping aggregations of diverse ground-nesting bees. 
They hope to facilitate the study of their nesting requirements as well as the biology of these bees 
across space and through time. They are asking a broad community of participants to upload 
observations they have made of ground-nesting bee aggregations to their iNaturalist project, adding to 
more than 3,000 observations of over 300 bee species worldwide. GNBee: website  iNaturalist: 
project  Instagram: projectGNBee. 

mailto:hortusscope@comcast.net
https://youtu.be/6gPTjNkg4MQ
https://www.carmelclayparks.com/park-conversation/protecting-imperiled-pollinators/
http://www.hcinvasives.org/weedwrangle.html
http://www.hcinvasives.org/striketeam.html
https://www.gnbee.org/
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/ground-nesting-bees-3e6882c0-a112-4ddb-b043-1da25638ce96
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/ground-nesting-bees-3e6882c0-a112-4ddb-b043-1da25638ce96
https://instagram.com/projectgnbee?igshid=OGQ5ZDc2ODk2ZA==


7 
 

Resources 
 

Save Our State Bug  Six Ways to Make Sure Fireflies Survive  Firefly season has come and gone but 
brought with it the rumor that this may be the end of their dazzling summertime displays. While many 
fireflies are in serious trouble, Xerces Society staff have studied the situation and determined there are 
many things people can do to help. Learn more 

 
Our Insect Friends  Wings: Essays on Invertebrate Conservation  This donor-supported magazine 
circulates to active members of the Xerces Society. The latest issue explores three very different ways to 
protect invertebrates: partnering with growers and food companies to create habitat on farmlands; 
scientists reintroducing a butterfly into its ancient haunts; and Xerces’ volunteer ambassadors 
connecting with people. We hope these pages will inspire others to take action for the invertebrates of 
their community. Read now 

 
&^%$#@ Mosquitoes!  Don’t Spray, Build a Bucket  Sick of mosquitos? We can all agree that mosquitos 
suck, and nobody wants a cool summer evening interrupted by these biting pests! Unfortunately, 
commercial mosquito fogging and lawn treatments indiscriminately kill all insects, eliminating beneficial 
insects along with pests. Some studies have shown that lawn treatments actually increase local 
mosquito populations by killing predatory insects that prey upon them, while mosquitos can quickly 
reproduce and move back in. Wildlife depends on a complex web of interactions, and indiscriminate 
mosquito treatments interrupt this web, harming not only insects but beloved wildlife like birds, bats 
and frogs that rely on them for their survival. Help wildlife and help yourself, make a mosquito bucket 
today! Learn more 

 
Stronger Together  How to Build Your Conservation Community  At the Xerces Society, we preach that 
invertebrate conservation takes only one person and a little bit of habitat space to help a whole lot of 
bugs! Yet we know there are bigger challenges for the planet beyond our backyards that are going to be 
solved only by working together. Building our conservation community has practical benefits—it helps 
us share ideas and resources and tackle bigger, more ambitious projects--but perhaps even more 
important, community gives us a sense of belonging, support, and hope that lightens the load and keeps 
us coming back to the causes we care about. In recognition of Earth Week, the staff of the Xerces 
Society have come up with a whole collection of ideas to grow your conservation community--and have 
fun along the way! https://xerces.org/blog/stronger-together-how-to-build-your-conservation-
community-this-earth-week 

 
Winter Plant ID  Hamilton County SWCD says winter plant identification offers a fresh way to explore 
familiar landscapes, focusing on subtle details like structure and texture rather than leafy foliage. Start 
with the bark—its texture can be smooth, deeply furrowed, or even peeling, offering valuable clues that 
remain visible all winter. Look closely at branch patterns; some trees, like maples and ashes, have 
opposite branching, while others, like oaks and elms, are alternate. Buds provide additional hints, so 
bring a hand lens to inspect their size, shape, and arrangement. Study the silhouette of trees and shrubs 
from a distance, as their shape can help identify species. Bright winter colors, like the red of dogwoods 
or the yellow of willows, are also helpful. Finally, pay attention to any remaining fruits or seed heads, 
like those of American beech with its golden-brown leaves, or the bright berries of winterberry. With a 
field guide and patience, you can uncover Indiana’s subtle winter beauty through the quiet art of plant 
identification. Find many resources at  https://www.hamiltonswcd.org/news-articles/winter-tree-

https://tnjebhdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ONU7aAZ6vv1cU1PRGy_zp9IUdlQi25nXiMnY4IXXgg2JLrGPBG9X-5xf8pXcqZvBQtYukvULiy2wxrRo2qmbxBe5qg0ak09wFk6oQVs_7x2iyMX_vf2rMq9bc_-d9dzymM76U-A_a2I0PRelSgNaaWcyj8O_Wn13Y8wgKG8Fh5tBux45ZVN_A8Hm4fnybg8ZyStBSlroVLi9a4h4OW1TxKC8pMofM7qk_Ceg8BISF_uZIokcN1fHKg==&c=v98IrtJ3xh5o0vJh_0btwwX1cITpAhS1bOgaCIomNpNJ69Vm9hAW7g==&ch=lTnbRxoBYFnvtsKpx33RoQG22mSA5F6ijarcEwodVRQcGdP9TUt85g==
https://tnjebhdab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Ty2toFR8z2KHyw_xNL4wf10CwtmPtCquFMAp7mG9TXhkYkYrr71GgAyT-iNtMUQIO-WvxIVw1wC17PyBSn0e8VjxR_8nT3C-UFbHRhkoyYlrcg1GyAyppl3f-y3Hz3r_rRtgMex_rr0ef47Oqqg7-vTfU6Y-qqXrGd5WDO7idKsxSyvHIgHBmjhaFC7_lmxEbg92FdMvCO1_dFpb73zCfYUjfnw9gEumcc7kEAo0LnM=&c=wiYHGDwYy4XARNMDpROsHaYvDokITwDjJyw3EFzl4GsCm0uOw8QP3A==&ch=zZWWfgjYtpTErkngfUJ9X3SpPmEzvPer6udDUOxv9WxvuX7ZjHaumA==
https://www.wrtv.com/news/local-news/mosquito-bucket-challenge-the-social-media-trend-that-could-help-you-manage-mosquitoes?blm_aid=33347
https://xerces.org/blog/stronger-together-how-to-build-your-conservation-community-this-earth-week
https://xerces.org/blog/stronger-together-how-to-build-your-conservation-community-this-earth-week
https://www.hamiltonswcd.org/news-articles/winter-tree-identification?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=16ce21dd-8bc8-49ae-84e7-344d10df1f58
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identification?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=16ce21dd-8bc8-49ae-84e7-344d10df1f58
 

Mulch Madness  Hamilton County SWCD says don’t leave your garden soil bare over the winter. They 
back this up with a good resource on all kinds of mulch here. 
For the Kids  WonderGrove for Birds, in collaboration with Homegrown National Park, has launched 
free educational videos for K-2 students. These fun episodes teach kids the importance of creating bird 
habitats in their yards. Take a look at https://homegrownnationalpark.org/hnp-kids/. 

 
Interactive  Indiana Native Plant Finder  It’s the Indiana Native Plant Society’s searchable database of 
Indiana native plants and their pollinators. This colorful, user-friendly tool can filter on numerous 
characteristics to present an array of plants suited to your site conditions. Garden-friendly natives are 
noted, as well as plants designated as caterpillar and pollinator magnets. The Finder holds 140 complete 
records now and will grow to 500 as details are added. Find it at https://finder.indiananativeplants.org.  

 
Videos Growing Pollinator-Safe Plants: What Nurseries Can Do (and How You Can Help) 
Many nursery plants, even plants labeled as pollinator-friendly, can be treated with pesticides that 
remain in or on the plant and can cause harm to pollinators after you bring them home. How can you, as 
a consumer, make sure that your plants are safe for pollinators? What can nursery growers do to ensure 
plants are safer for bees and other wildlife? In this video, we feature stories from innovative nursery 
growers and highlight practices nurseries can use to reduce pesticide risks to pollinators. 
https://youtu.be/jcdvTNM5acw?si=0Wjbx3m9GiblCn9a  

 
Videos  Indiana Native Plant Society YouTube Channel  Enjoy a break from gardening chores with 
videos on landscaping with natives, propagating with native seeds, native plant conservation, nature 
preserves, land stewardship, rain gardens, and other goodies. Find them at 
https://www.youtube.com/@indiananativeplantsociety8035/playlists 

 
Video  Cover Crop Training  Visit Marion County SWCD’s Soil Health Guide and check out the updates to 
the cover crop section. We’ve added the Indiana Cover Crop Tool and a 20-minute training video on how 
to use it. https://marionswcd.org/indiana-cover-crop-tool-for-small-farms-and-gardens/

 
Reference  The Gardener’s Guide to Prairie Plants  Promising to be the definitive reference on the 
subject, this thoroughly researched and illustrated handbook is a one-stop compendium for gardeners 
passionate about native plants and prairie restoration. Author/photographers Neil Diboll of Prairie 
Nursery and Hilary Cox of our own Indiana Native Plant Society offer details every gardener might need 
to know to welcome these plants into their landscapes. Available in bookstores and online. 

 
How-To  Rain Gardens for Homeowners  Rain gardens are not just landscape features-- they absorb 
water and pollutants, reduce runoff, protect water quality, and prevent flooding. Claire Lane, Urban 
Conservationist with Hamilton County SWCD is eager for you to know how to manage stormwater on 
your property and clean it of contaminants. The SWCD is offering a free booklet online and 
downloadable here. Print copies are available at the SWCD office Monday through Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 

 
How-To  Prairie Up! Designing a Small Meadow Garden with Commonly Available Native Plants by 
Benjamin Vogt. It’s easy to be overwhelmed when shopping for new plants, especially when you want to 
create a wildlife habitat, and plant tags seldom provide enough or even the right information to make 
informed decisions suitable for our specific site conditions. Drawn from Benjamin’s own experience 

https://www.hamiltonswcd.org/news-articles/winter-tree-identification?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=16ce21dd-8bc8-49ae-84e7-344d10df1f58
https://www.hamiltonswcd.org/news-articles/winter-tree-identification?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=16ce21dd-8bc8-49ae-84e7-344d10df1f58
https://www.hamiltonswcd.org/news-articles/going-bare-is-out-covering-up-is-in?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=16ce21dd-8bc8-49ae-84e7-344d10df1f58
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/hnp-kids/
https://finder.indiananativeplants.org/
https://youtu.be/jcdvTNM5acw?si=0Wjbx3m9GiblCn9a
https://www.youtube.com/@indiananativeplantsociety8035/playlists
https://marionswcd.org/indiana-cover-crop-tool-for-small-farms-and-gardens/
https://marionswcd.org/indiana-cover-crop-tool-for-small-farms-and-gardens/
https://www.hamiltonswcd.org/raingardens.html
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designing and maintaining suburban gardens, this book features lists of which plants to use, in what 
combinations, and under what conditions. Available at bookstores and online.   

 
Design  New Directions in the American Landscape (NDAL)  This educational organization is dedicated 
to the art, culture, and science of ecology-based landscape design. Although the message of ecological 
design is increasingly popular, our knowledge of how to implement that message and make it successful 
remains limited. NDAL’s conferences for landscape architects and designers regularly feature topics in 
ecology and sustainability, creatively integrating science and design. They also include topics in 
anthropology, history, and the arts, providing a rich framework for understanding the full extent of 
what’s possible and required by ecological design. Paired with this approach is a commitment to 
exploring tangible, practical techniques applicable at diverse scales and contexts. View courses for the 
Professional, Home Gardener, Students & Educators here. https://www.ndal.org/  
NOTE: NDAL received the AHS 2024 Horticultural Innovation Award as part of the American 
Horticultural Society's Great American Gardeners Awards. This award is "given to an individual or 
company whose innovations have made the field of horticulture more sustainable and accessible to all."  

 
Podcast  Bug Banter with the Xerces Society  Cozy up to your invertebrate friends with this podcast 
exploring the world of invertebrates and how to help these extraordinary animals. Co-hosts Matthew 
Shepherd and Rachel Dunham dive into the mysteries of native insects and other invertebrates in North 
America. Your imagination will travel underground, overhead, and in between as you listen to expert 
guests share the secrets of tiny creatures that live amongst us but are often unknown. In just half-hour 
sessions, become an apprentice in the ways we can better share the earth with wildlife and help these 
precious animals in peril. Check it out  

 
Pollinator Partnership  Pollinator-Friendly Solar Habitat  Solar energy is good for the environment. It 
can be even better when integrated with habitat that supports pollinators and biodiversity. Find out 
how to make solar pollinator habitat work for you and how Pollinator Partnership can help ensure that 
your project is successful. Pollinator-friendly solar habitat refers to co-locating deep-rooted and 
regionally appropriate native grasses, wildflowers, and non-invasive cover-crop plants within solar sites, 
to provide multiple benefits for solar operation and maintenance, the environment, and surrounding 
communities. Learn more 

 
Best Practices  Good Reasons to Have Your Soil Tested  A soil test is a process by which elements are 
measured for their "plant available" content within the sample. The quantity of available nutrients in the 
sample determines the amount of fertilizer or other soil amendments that are recommended. A soil test 
also measures soil pH, organic matter, and cation exchange capacity (CEC). These analyses indicate 
whether lime, elemental sulfur, or iron is needed and, if so, how much to apply. More from Hamilton 
County Soil & Water Conservation District 

Inspiration 
 

Life Support  Doug Tallamy’s 4 Universal Landscape Goals  Our landscapes must do the things that 
enable ecosystems to produce the life support we and every other species require. They must: 1) 
Support a diverse community of pollinators throughout the growing season. 2) Provide energy for the 
local food web. 3) Manage the watershed in which they lie. 4) Remove carbon from the atmosphere 
where it is wreaking havoc on the earth’s climate. How well a landscape accomplishes these goals 

https://learning.ndal.org/collections
https://www.ndal.org/
https://xerces.org/bug-banter
https://www.pollinator.org/pollinator.org/assets/generalFiles/Pollinator_Partnership_Solar_Habitat_Consultation.pdf
https://www.hamiltonswcd.org/news-articles/what-is-a-soil-test?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=716a4b6b-be43-4ded-97a9-324cbc462d11
https://www.hamiltonswcd.org/news-articles/what-is-a-soil-test?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=716a4b6b-be43-4ded-97a9-324cbc462d11
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depends on how well we, as landscape managers, choose and deploy the plants on our landscapes. 
Learn why lawns fail and native plants succeed at these four goals here.  

 
Start a New HABITAT!®  Homegrown National Park®  Doug Tallamy’s remarkable book Nature’s Best 
Hope outlines a grassroots approach to conservation that homeowners everywhere can participate in. 
Relying on the initiatives of private individuals, this approach is immune from the whims of government 
policy, and is practical, effective, and easy. When you’ve planted some native plants, add your property 
to the national map of the growing Homegrown National Park. Learn more at 
HomegrownNationalPark.org. 

 
Garden Travel  Tours with Cole Burrell  Contact Cole Burrell to add your name to the list for advance 
brochures and registration information and visit the Garden and Nature Tours website for more 
information. Coming up: Gardens of Andalusia, May 8–19, 2026; Tanzania Adventure, October 27–
November 9, 2026. 

https://homegrownnationalpark.org/doug-newsletter/4-universal-landscape-goals
https://homegrownnationalpark.org/
mailto:cole@gardenandnaturetours.com
https://gardenandnaturetours.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3b628ad482c34e3592e0ecb3a&id=810703f42b&e=3b46a35e93
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